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Nicolae Kallós, A dialogue on
Jewish identity, Holocaust, and
Communism  as personal
Experiences,
Registered and edited by Sandu Frunzã, The
Publishing House of the Axis Foundation, Iaºi, 2003

What is striking in any exercise of reading a book of
interviews is the pithiness of a certain feeling of a spon-
taneous, almost involuntary witnessing of the disclosure
of a personality in its gradual development, in its tempo-
ral manifestation. What is even more striking, being
more personal, is the inner reflection of this gradual de-
velopment, the always subsequent interpretation and ex-
planation of one’s own life experiences. It is a real art to
know how to bring to light the consistency of an inner
life. In the book of interviews called Nicolae Kallós,
Crîmpei de viaþã din secolul XX. Un dialog despre
evreitate, holocaust ºi comunsim ca experienþe
personale [Nicolae Kallós: A dialogue on Jewish iden-
tity, Holocaust, and Communism as personal Experi-
ences], Sandu Frunzã has proved his rhetorical art in re-
vealing the relevancy of subjective opinions. This
relevancy consists in the fact that the idea of identity in-
volves a continuous  “rapport à soi” that unfolds two
main characteristics of one’s identity: on the one hand,
reflexivity, a certain disclosure of an image of one’s self,
and on the other hand, an endless search of a peculiar,

always new and differentiated system of values. Employ-
ing these principles in his discussions with Nicolae
Kallós, now a consultant professor and a PhD. supervisor
at the Babeº-Bolyai University from Cluj and the author,
among others, of books like: The Political Consciousness
(1968), Sociology, Politics, Ideology (1975), and Politics
as science (1975), Frunzã has succeeded in vividly por-
traying the conducive principle of the life of the intellec-
tual Nicolae Kallós, who has experienced Holocaust,
communism, and transition to a democratic society. Re-
garding his experiences, Kallós states, “I have con-
sciously tried … to cultivate and to ‘keep measure’ in
life, in behavior, and in the intellectual exercises. To
keep measure is, in my opinion, a hypostasis of normal-
ity. I have tried – I repeat: with eyes open – to keep my-
self normal in a mad world, in the mad worlds of the
XXth Century, not to lose measure of things in a world
of all kinds of excessiveness.”  Due to the art of question-
ing, and doubtless due to the sincerity and openness
that characterizes the answers of Frunzã’s partner of dia-
logue, this book represents the best example of tran-
scending the methodological shortcomings of an ap-
proach rather pertaining to the field of Oral History.
Compared to a more scientific statistical approach, any
approach of Oral History could be easily accused of be-
ing subjective and of not having objective relevance to
an entire community. After reading such a book, which
reveals historic truth through the raw example of a life
experience, one comes to believe that the words of a sur-
vivor of the Nazi concentration camps are emblematic at
least of the community from which he came from. A cen-
tral idea consistently discussed in the interview is that of
the relation between belief and Jewishness. Regarding
this issue, Kallós draws out the changes that have super-
vened once with the experience of Holocaust in the
identity of the Jewish community of Transylvania. It is
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p
o

in
tless to

 rep
eat th

e fact th
at th

e H
o

lo
cau

st bro
u

gh
t a

m
ajo

r ch
an

ge to
 th

e Jew
ish

 p
ercep

tio
n

 o
f self-id

en
tity,

w
h

ich
 u

n
til th

at m
o

m
en

t w
as basically religio

u
sly co

n
-

stru
cted

. Fo
r th

e Jew
ish

 co
m

m
u

n
ity, religio

n
 w

as, at least
u

n
til th

e H
o

lo
cau

st, a m
ean

in
gfu

l n
u

cleu
s fo

r th
e n

atu
ral

o
r o

rgan
ic ch

aracteristic o
f its id

en
tity th

ro
u

gh
o

u
t a h

is-
to

ry o
f o

p
p

ressio
n

. After th
e H

o
lo

cau
st, after th

e exp
eri-

en
ce o

f d
ep

o
rtatio

n
 an

d
 th

e acco
m

p
an

yin
g d

estru
ctio

n
o

f trad
itio

n
s an

d
 id

en
tities, “th

e co
n

scio
u

sn
ess o

f th
e

co
m

m
o

n
 fate becam

e o
n

e o
f th

e m
ain

 so
u

rces o
f th

e
Jew

ish
 id

en
tity” an

d
 a d

u
ty o

f p
erp

etu
al rem

em
bran

ce.
T

h
e rem

em
bran

ce o
f a life exp

erien
ce is n

o
t o

n
ly rel-

evan
t fo

r th
e act o

f retracin
g th

e id
en

tity o
f a certain

co
m

m
u

n
ity, be it a m

ajo
rity o

r a m
in

o
rity, su

ch
 as th

e
Jew

ish
 co

m
m

u
n

ity fro
m

 T
ran

sylvan
ia d

iscu
ssed

 h
ere, bu

t
it is also

 germ
an

e to
 th

e u
n

d
erstan

d
in

g n
ecessary fo

r re-
co

n
stru

ctin
g a certain

 p
erio

d
 o

f tim
e. O

n
e o

f th
e m

o
st

im
p

o
rtan

t attitu
d

es th
at p

ervad
e th

e w
h

o
le d

iscu
ssio

n
 re-

veals th
e au

th
en

tic ch
aracter o

f a m
an

 w
h

o
, w

ith
o

u
t co

n
-

scio
u

sly assu
m

in
g p

rescrip
tive w

ays o
f livin

g o
r in

terp
re-

tatio
n

s o
n

e’s life exp
erien

ces, o
ffers an

 illu
m

in
atin

g
lesso

n
 o

f in
tegrative exp

lan
atio

n
 o

f h
is o

w
n

 cru
el exp

eri-
en

ces an
d

 p
o

litical o
p

tio
n

s by revealin
g h

is en
tire p

ast
w

ith
o

u
t d

en
yin

g o
r h

id
in

g an
y o

f it’s p
arts. U

n
fo

ld
in

g
several elem

en
ts o

f h
is ch

ild
h

o
o

d
 an

d
 ad

o
lescen

ce
w

ith
in

 th
e Jew

ish
 co

m
m

u
n

ity d
u

rin
g th

e in
ter-w

ar p
e-

rio
d

, K
alló

s an
sw

ers th
e su

btle qu
estio

n
s o

f h
is p

ro
p

o
-

n
en

t, D
r. Fru

n
zã, th

u
s revealin

g n
u

an
ces o

f th
e life o

f
th

e W
estern

 T
ran

sylvan
ia (O

rad
ea) Jew

ish
 co

m
m

u
n

ity, a
co

m
m

u
n

ity o
rien

ted
 p

rim
arily aro

u
n

d
 religio

n
. B

esid
es

d
isco

verin
g th

at Jew
ish

 id
en

tity w
as trad

itio
n

ally tran
s-

m
itted

 an
d

 th
u

s bu
ilt by m

ean
s o

f religio
u

s ed
u

catio
n

,
th

e read
er gain

s an
 ap

p
reciatio

n
 o

f th
e stru

ctu
re o

f th
at

co
m

m
u

n
ity an

d
 its relatio

n
s w

ith
 th

e “h
o

st” R
o

m
an

ian
an

d
 H

u
n

garian
 co

m
m

u
n

ities. T
h

u
s, am

o
n

g th
e alread

y
existin

g “bran
ch

es o
f th

e Ju
d

aic religio
n

, th
ere w

ere, be-

sid
es O

rth
o

d
o

xy, an
d

 besid
es th

e Sep
h

ard
ic co

m
m

u
n

ity
o

f Sp
an

ish
 o

rigin
, tw

o
 o

th
er co

m
m

u
n

ities. O
n

e o
f th

ese
w

as th
e N

eo
lo

g co
m

m
u

n
ity, o

f o
ccid

en
tal rite, an

d
 th

e
o

th
er o

n
e w

as th
e statu

s qu
o

 co
m

m
u

n
ity.” T

h
e N

eo
lo

g
co

m
m

u
n

ity seem
s to

 h
ave been

 a m
o

re liberal gro
u

p
, re-

fo
rm

ative in
 co

m
p

ariso
n

 to
 th

e o
rth

o
d

o
x co

m
m

u
n

ity, be-
cau

se it in
tro

d
u

ced
 so

m
e ch

an
ges to

 th
e o

rth
o

d
o

x sect.
It is h

ard
 to

 d
eterm

in
e w

h
eth

er th
ese ch

an
ges w

ere p
art

o
f a p

ro
cess o

f secu
larizatio

n
 o

r o
f m

o
d

ern
izatio

n
 th

at
cam

e as a break w
ith

 a rath
er religio

u
s trad

itio
n

, o
r o

n
th

e co
n

trary, if th
ey w

ere m
ean

t as a religio
u

s ren
ew

al,
n

ecessary fo
r th

e m
ain

ten
an

ce o
f th

e religio
u

s id
en

tity in
a w

o
rld

 o
f p

erp
etu

al ch
an

ge, o
r if th

ey rep
resen

t an
 at-

tem
p

t fo
r a better in

tegratio
n

 an
d

 assim
ilatio

n
 w

ith
in

 th
e

h
o

st co
m

m
u

n
ity. T

h
e fact is th

at in
 T

ran
sylvan

ia th
e

N
eo

lo
g co

m
m

u
n

ity w
as th

e m
o

st in
tegrated

, w
h

ich
 is

d
u

e at least p
artially to

 th
e ch

an
ge o

f th
e lan

gu
age o

f re-
ligio

u
s p

ractice to
 th

e m
o

re accessible lan
gu

ages o
f th

e
“h

o
st” co

m
m

u
n

ities. In
 a fascin

atin
g d

escrip
tive m

an
n

er,
as th

e n
arrato

r o
f h

is o
w

n
 life exp

erien
ce, K

alló
s su

c-
ceed

s in
 reco

n
stru

ctin
g an

 en
tire atm

o
sp

h
ere th

at h
as

ch
aracterized

 th
e p

erio
d

 befo
re th

e Seco
n

d
 W

o
rld

 W
ar in

T
ran

sylvan
ia, o

bjectively exp
lain

in
g in

 d
etail th

e ch
arac-

teristics o
f an

ti-Sem
itism

 w
ith

in
 th

is sp
ace, an

d
 also

 th
e

life o
f th

e Jew
s in

 th
e gh

etto
s. It is in

terestin
g to

 read
th

at th
e Jew

ish
 co

m
m

u
n

ity in
 T

ran
sylvan

ia, even
 th

o
u

gh
segregated

, retain
ed

 th
e h

o
p

e th
at in

 th
e E

astern
 E

u
ro

-
p

ean
 sp

ace th
e exp

erien
ce o

f H
o

lo
cau

st co
u

ld
 n

o
t be re-

p
eated

. In
 sp

ite o
f th

e fact th
at betw

een
 1941 an

d
 1942

th
e in

cred
ible testim

o
n

ies o
f Po

lish
 Jew

ish
 refu

gees in
-

creased
, th

e Jew
ish

 co
m

m
u

n
ity w

as n
o

t exp
ectin

g su
ch

an
 u

n
ju

st exp
erien

ce o
f H

o
lo

cau
st. T

h
e d

escrip
tio

n
seem

s o
bjective, becau

se o
n

e co
u

ld
 exp

ect a severe criti-
cism

 o
f life in

 th
e gh

etto
 fro

m
 a p

erso
n

 w
h

o
 h

as en
d

u
red

th
e en

tire exp
erien

ce o
f segregatio

n
 an

d
 o

f m
istreat-

m
en

t, bu
t in

 fact K
alló

s tran
scen

d
s h

is o
w

n
 id

en
tity an

d

K
ey w

ords :

San
du

 Fru
n

zã,  N
icolae

K
allós,  Jew

ish
 iden

tity,
H

olocau
st, C

om
m

u
n

ism
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h
is o

w
n

 u
n

fo
rtu

n
ate exp

erien
ces in

 th
is exercise o

f re-
tellin

g h
is life sto

ry, th
u

s tran
sfo

rm
in

g it in
to

 larger, co
n

-
textu

al m
o

ral o
r p

o
litical ju

d
gem

en
ts. O

n
e o

f th
e m

o
st

sign
ifican

t an
d

 stro
n

gest p
o

in
ts, becau

se it is u
n

iqu
e to

th
is in

terview
, is th

e fact th
at th

e silen
ce regard

in
g relat-

in
g th

e exp
erien

ces o
f th

e co
n

cen
tratio

n
 cam

p
s is n

o
w

bro
ken

 by th
e w

o
rd

s an
d

 testim
o

n
y o

f a gifted
 in

tellec-
tu

al, a p
u

blicist, w
h

o
 su

cceed
s in

 d
escribin

g in
 d

etail th
e

d
ep

o
rtatio

n
 p

ro
cess an

d
 life in

 th
e co

n
cen

tratio
n

 cam
p

s,
in

clu
d

in
g th

e so
 called

 “R
ed

 C
o

n
cen

tratio
n

 C
am

p
,”

B
u

ch
en

w
ald

, w
h

ich
 w

as in
itially co

n
stru

cted
 fo

r G
erm

an
C

o
m

m
u

n
ists. B

u
ch

en
w

ald
 w

as p
ecu

liar, exp
lain

s K
alló

s,
becau

se it w
as th

e o
n

ly co
n

cen
tratio

n
 cam

p
 w

h
erein

 th
e

p
riso

n
ers freed

 th
em

selves by a m
u

tin
y o

f an
 illegal co

m
-

m
u

n
ist co

m
m

ittee th
at su

cceed
ed

 in
 u

p
h

o
ld

in
g a sm

all
n

u
m

ber o
f in

tellectu
al Jew

s an
d

 yo
u

n
g p

eo
p

le. B
y break-

in
g th

e silen
ce an

d
 d

arin
g to

 rem
em

ber th
e exp

erien
ce

o
f d

ep
o

rtatio
n

, as it really w
as, w

ith
o

u
t an

y su
bsequ

en
t

m
yth

o
lo

gy th
at acco

m
p

an
ies an

y d
escrip

tio
n

 o
f H

o
lo

-
cau

st, K
alló

s assu
m

es th
e co

n
scio

u
sn

ess o
f th

e co
m

m
o

n
fate th

at n
o

w
 ch

aracterizes th
e Jew

ish
 id

en
tity. T

h
is

id
en

tity is exactly w
h

at K
alló

s h
as tried

, d
u

e to
 a certain

n
o

stalgia, to
 p

reserve in
 an

y w
ay h

e co
u

ld
, after h

is re-
tu

rn
 to

 T
ran

sylvan
ia. T

h
u

s, th
e last p

art o
f th

e d
iscu

ssio
n

is fo
cu

sed
 o

n
 h

is U
n

iversity w
o

rk an
d

 life d
u

rin
g co

m
-

m
u

n
ism

.  H
e h

as criticized
 th

e m
yth

 regard
in

g th
e Jew

ish
o

rigin
 o

f R
o

m
an

ian
 co

m
m

u
n

ism
. In

 exp
lain

in
g h

is w
o

rk
an

d
 p

u
blicatio

n
s, K

alló
s is again

 ap
p

reciable fo
r h

is sin
-

cerity, becau
se h

e ad
m

its th
at h

e h
as w

o
rked

 o
u

t th
e

p
ro

blem
at o

f id
eo

lo
gy bu

t h
as n

o
t created

 an
 id

eo
lo

gy.
W

h
at m

igh
t be o

f sp
ecial in

terest to
 R

o
m

an
ian

 in
tellectu

-
als an

d
 o

th
ers is h

is co
m

m
en

t o
n

 th
e sto

ry o
f Lu

cian
B

laga’s d
ep

artu
re fro

m
 th

e U
n

iversity. K
alló

s exp
lain

s,
th

u
s sh

atterin
g an

o
th

er m
yth

 o
f Jew

ish
 co

n
sp

iracy ac-
co

rd
in

g to
 w

h
ich

 tw
o

 p
ro

fesso
rs o

f Jew
ish

 o
rigin

 w
ere

resp
o

n
sible fo

r B
laga’s d

ep
artu

re, th
at th

is h
ap

p
en

ed
 be-

cau
se o

f a R
u

ssian
 clau

se w
h

ich
 h

ad
 ap

p
eared

 in
 th

e
p

eace treaty w
ith

 R
o

m
an

ia. Acco
rd

in
g to

 th
is clau

se n
o

ex-o
fficial co

u
ld

 o
ccu

p
y im

p
o

rtan
t so

cial o
r p

ro
fessio

n
al

p
o

ssitio
n

s. H
avin

g been
 an

 am
bassad

o
r aro

u
n

d
 1940,

B
laga w

as requ
ired

 to
 leave U

n
iversity.

T
h

u
s, San

d
u

 Fru
n

zã’s in
terview

 w
ith

 N
ico

lae K
alló

s,
is a very im

p
o

rtan
t co

n
tribu

tio
n

 to
 th

e h
isto

ry o
f Jew

ish
id

en
tity, a vivid

 p
ro

o
f o

f H
o

lo
cau

st exp
erien

ce, an
d

 also
a rem

arkable exercise o
f O

ral H
isto

ry.


